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Energy Demand and Power Sources

What is the larger context of this
transmission project and why is this
region a “logjam’’ area?

e The Walla Walla to McNary transmission line is a 56-

mile segment of the larger PacifiCorp Energy
Gateway project that will improve the reliability of
service in the area and allow Pacific Power to access

the lowest cost energy sources for its customers. The

Walla Walla and Umatilla region does not currently
have sufficient transmission capacity to allow for
future energy demand in the area and the addition
or expansion of new wind energy projects.

Is the existing energy demand a
significant reason to require the addition
of this new transmission line?

* Yes. The current transmission system is operating
near full capacity and does not have the ability to
handle a significant increase in energy demand or
addition of new resources. This 230-kilovolt Walla
Walla to McNary transmission line is necessary to
meet current energy demand and projected future
demand, as well as adding new transmission
capacity to support resource development (likely to
be predominantly wind).

¢ The development of wind resources also addresses
new Oregon and Washington state laws that require
utility companies like Pacific Power to acquire a

certain, significant percentage of renewable resources

over the next 10 to 15 years. PacifiCorp is already
one of the most progressive wind development
utilities in the northwest, with more than 400
megawatts of wind projects already in operation.

To what extent will the new transmission

line be used to transmit wind power?

¢ At this time, there is no way to determine the
percentage of wind power that will ultimately be
carried by the new transmission line. However,
Pacific Power has been contacted by several
developers interested in creating new wind power
projects in the area. Since both Oregon and
Washington have new state renewable energy goals
requiring that a certain percentage of electricity be

from renewable sources, Pacific Power expects that a

significant portion of the new generation in the area
will be from renewable (wind) sources.

* Already there is a significant amount of wind

development in the area of the planned transmission

line with a high potential for additional
development. The Walla Walla to McNary
transmission expansion is specifically designed to
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address consumer demand for renewable resources,
and encourage the growth of renewable energy
resources.

Is this line being constructed so that the
proposed coal-fired power plant near
Wallula can be built?

* The construction of the Walla Walla to McNary
transmission line is unrelated to any proposed coal-
fired power plant near Wallula. This transmission
line is necessary and intended to provide safe,
reliable service into the future and to increase access
to renewable energy resources.

* However, if the coal-fired power plant or any other
source of energy generation were to be built and the
owners requested access to Pacific Power
transmission, by federal law the company would be
required to review the request and determine what
system additions would be required to meet the
request.

How does this transmission line improve

reliability?

* Transmission capacity in eastern Washington and
Oregon is currently constrained - the transmission
lines that exist are being used nearly to their full
capacity. In the event that a transmission line that
provides service to the area experiences a problem,
becomes unavailable or is taken out of service, the
resulting strain on the remaining system could result
in the loss of reliable service. To alleviate this, Pacific
Power is planning the addition of the Walla Walla to
McNary transmission line. This new line will
provide additional capacity to ease the current
transmission congestion and will add the capacity
and infrastructure to allow Pacific Power to continue
to provide reliable service to customers in the area.

What are Pacific Power's renewable
energy goals?

e Pacific Power is committed to an energy portfolio
that includes 2,000 megawatts of cost-effective new
renewable resources by 2013. According to ambitious
new state requirements, Pacific Power must serve
customers with 15 percent renewable energy by 2020
in Washington and 25 percent renewable energy by
2025 in Oregon. The Walla Walla to McNary
transmission line will help Pacific Power expand the
development of renewable energy resources, similar
to the existing wind generation projects already
producing energy in the area.

www.pacificpower.net/transmission
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Construction

Can the transmission line be put
underground (either entirely or partly)?

e Pacific Power is required by state and federal
regulators to pursue the most economic, safe and
reliable options for new infrastructure additions like
this transmission line. To comply with these rules,
projects are assessed by considering economics,
operability and safety. Additional considerations are
location, terrain and soil conditions in the area
where the new transmission line will be placed.

® Undergrounding actually does not improve system
safety and may even degrade system reliability.
Further, when lines are underground, encased in
concrete as they must be, it is much more difficult to
locate breaks or problems spots on the lines and
perform repairs, which can significantly prolong
outages.

e For these reasons, Pacific Power has determined that
it is not feasible to place all or part of the Walla
Walla to McNary transmission line underground.

Can the additional cost for the line be
borne by new industries that will need
the power provided by the line?

* The costs of this line will most likely be borne by all
customers, since all customers--existing customers
and new customers--have energy demand
requirements that will be met by this line.

Why does Pacific Power plan to use wood
poles rather than steel or other
materials?

* When planning and building new infrastructure like
this transmission line, Pacific Power is required by
state and federal regulators to pursue the most
economic, safe and reliable options. In compliance
with these rules, regulations and requirements, it has
been determined that the use of wood pole
construction is the current standard for transmission
projects of this type and provides a long-term, safe
and cost-effective solution. Other materials have
been considered and evaluated in arriving at this
determination.

3/08

A DIVISION OF PACIFICORP

How and where will new wind projects
and local substations be connected to
this line?

e Several steps are involved. First, the wind project
developer must complete a formal request for
transmission interconnection from Pacific Power.
Pacific Power then conducts a series of studies to
determine what system additions are required to
safely connect the project to its transmission system.
These studies consider the project location, the
projected output of the new energy generating
facility, the location of existing Pacific Power
substations and transmission lines and whether the
existing system can safely accommodate the
additional energy transmission.

¢ Interconnection of a new project can be at an existing
substation or may require the addition of a new
substation near the transmission line or generating
project. The study results and wind project location
will determine these decisions. The findings and
costs to complete identified additions are presented
to the wind resource developer, who then decides
whether to proceed.

* Connecting any new line into existing substations
will require new structures inside the current
substation fence and just outside the fence. These
structures are required to safely bring the new line
into the substations and will look much like the
existing substations and lines going into them.

* The plan for this new 230 kilovolt line will require
expansion and/or new equipment or structures
inside existing substations but will not require
enlargement of the substations themselves.

www.pacificpower.net/transmission
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Routing, Access and Maintenance

Why can't Pacific Power use existing
transmission lines or rights of way to
provide the additional needed capacity?

* The existing Pacific Power transmission lines are
currently at or near maximum capacity. They cannot
be used to provide transmission for new energy
generation and the lines cannot be rebuilt as larger
230-kilovolt lines to provide additional capacity.
Additionally, the current rights of way are designed
to the required minimum width that provides for
safe operation of the system in all conditions, but
those corridors are not wide enough to
accommodate additional lines and still maintain a
safe and reliable system.

If these lines cross hunting areas, will
hunting still be allowed?

® There are no restrictions to hunting under or around
transmission lines. Land use, including hunting, is
up to the landowner and is acceptable to the power
company if this use does not violate safety codes.

Will Pacific Power frequently cut the
weeds in the right of way so that the
vegetation does not become overgrown?

* Yes, Pacific Power has a vegetation control policy
that determines how and what vegetation will be
removed, based on extensive experience and in
cooperation with neighbors and property owners.
Our vegetation management policies and practices
address the removal and/or trimming criteria for
tall-growing vegetation that could pose a safety or
clearance issue below the transmission line.

* Most of the area that will be crossed by the planned
Walla Walla to McNary line has low-growing
vegetation that doesn't present a safety issue. Some
selective tree removal is expected, however, in the
areas around the three rivers that the line will cross.
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What resources may be affected by this
transmission line?

* As part of the permitting process through Walla
Walla and Umatilla counties, Pacific Power will
evaluate potential effects and considerations to
resources, including those to: historic, cultural and
archaeological resources, wetlands and other water
bodies, fish and wildlife habitats and species,
threatened and endangered plant and animal
species, geologic resources and potential visual and
noise effects.

* After studying these resources and considerations,
necessary adjustments to the routing may be made
to minimize any effects from transmission line
construction and maintenance.

We would like to hear from you!

Thank you for your active interest in this important
project. If you would like to discuss this project or
have a question or concern that was not addressed
here, please check our public event schedule
(www.pacificpower.net/transmission), or contact us by
phone at 1-877-620-7678 or
ConstructionProjects@PacifiCorp.com (please specify
Walla Walla to McNary transmission line in your
email). As additional questions are raised and
addressed, we will add them to these materials.

www.pacificpower.net/transmission





